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Geneva/ New York (IFRC/
ICRC)| On the occasion of this
year’s International Day for the Total
Elimination of Nuclear Weapons,
in accordance with their existing
commitments.

This call comes during the annual
session of the United Nations
General Assembly in New York,
which may decide to convene a
conference in 2017 to negotiate a
treaty to prohibit nuclear weapons,
leading to their total elimination. In
doing so, they would be acting on the
recommendation made in August by
a United Nations Working Group on
nuclear disarmament with the wide-
spread support of States.

For the first time in over 70 years,
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The International Red Cross and Red Crescent

Movement calls on States to seize an unprecedented

opportunity to advance nuclear disarmament

a ban on nuclear weapons could
become a reality. “I call on all States
to seize this opportunity,” said
the President of the International
Committee of the Red Cross, Peter
Maurer. “The time has come for
world leaders to show leadership
on this issue. We need to rid the
world of nuclear weapons once and
for all. Until we do, the potential for
the intentional or accidental use of
nuclear weapons remains as does
human health, the environment,
climate, food production and socio-

economic development. Ridding
the world of nuclear weapons is a
humanitarian imperative”.

“History has shown us that the
humanitarian  consequences  of
nuclear weapons — of even one
nuclear weapon — are horrific beyond
words, and can last for decades”, said
the President of the International
Federation of Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies, Tadateru Konoe.
“More than 70 years after the atomic
bombs were dropped on Hiroshiam
and Nagasaki, doctors at the Japanese
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Red Cross Society hospitals in the two
cities are still treating many thousands
of survivors who are struggling with
long—term health effects”.

“Most nuclear weapons in today’s
arsenals are many times more
powerful and destructive than those
used in 1945,” Mr. Konoe said. “The
effective delivery of humanitarian
assistance in the wake of an attack
would be close to impossible and
no international plans seem to be in
place for this eventuality”.

The International Red Cross and
Red Crescent Movement made an
historic appeal in 2011, building
upon calls made since 1945, for
the prohibition and elimination of
nuclear weapons.
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Culture gives cities social
and economic power, shows
UNESCOreport

Culture has the power to make
cities more prosperous, safer, and
sustainable, according to UNESCO’s
Global Report, Culture: Urban
Future to be launched in Quito
(Ecuador) on 18 October. The
Global Report presents evidence
on how development policies in line
with UNESCO’s conventions on the
protection and promotion of culture
and heritage can benefit cities.

Culture: Urban Future makes the
case that culture needs to be fully
integrated into urban strategies to
ensure their sustainability, as well as
abetter quality of life for residents.

Key recommendations in the
Report include a range of measures
aim to: recognize and promote
cultural diversity for cities, integrate
culture to counter urban violence,
ensure investment to enhance
cultural

culture, heritage and

creativity in urban planning.
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UNFPA “State of World Population 2016

When a girl reaches age 10,
her world changes. Capable of
rapidly absorbing wisdom and
knowledge from those around her,
she is poised to one day become
an inspiring leader, a productive
worker, an innovator, a caring
parentor any of the other roles that
power a thriving, dynamic society.
She will shape the future of her
community and our shared world.

A flurry of life-changing events
pulls her in many directions.
Where she ends up depends on
the support she receives and the
power she has to shape her own
future.

Among many topics, “State of
World Population 2016” highlights

the importance of supporting the
world’s 60 million 10-year-old girls
today as they start their journey
from adolescence to adulthood.
The new United Nations
2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development and its
accompanying 17 Sustainable
Development Goals aim for
equitable, inclusive development
that leaves no one behind. This
15-year plan promises to help
transform the futures of millions
of 10-year-old girls who have
traditionally been left behind. What
the world will look like in 15 years
will depend on our doing everything
in our power to ignite the potential
ofa10-year-old girl today.

How our
future depends
on a girl at this
decisive age
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international Day for the Eradication of Poverty
Moving from Humiliation and Exclusion to
Participation

This year UN will mark the 24th
anniversary of the International
Day for the Eradication of Poverty
(IDEP), underscoring the need
to recognize and address the
humiliation and exclusion

~ endured by many people
living in poverty.

Today, 1 in 8 people still live in
extreme poverty, many suffering
from hunger and malnutrition as
wellaslimited accesstoeducation
and other basic services. They
are often subjected to social
discrimination, exclusion and the
lack of participation in decision-
making.

The United Nations
Sustainable Development
Goal to “end poverty in all its
forms everywhere” explicitly
recognizes that poverty results
not from the lack of just one
thing but from many different
interrelated factors that affect the
lives of people living in poverty.

This means we must go beyond
seeing poverty merely as the lack
of income or what is necessary
for material well-being — such
as food, housing, land, and
other assets — in order to fully
understand poverty inits multiple
dimensions.



